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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 

Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Almighty God, You have called us, 
and we are Yours. We pray this day 
that our lawmakers would respond to 
this calling with worthiness, keenly 
aware of the privilege that it is You 
who have sent them into the leadership 
of this country. 

May they receive this mantle of re-
sponsibility with all humility, 
gentleness, and patience. May they 
demonstrate eagerness to maintain the 
unity of the spirit who binds this body 
together in peace, bearing with all oth-
ers around them, in the manner of un-
conditional love You Yourself have re-
vealed to Your sons and daughters. 

Help us each to live into the occupa-
tions to which You have called us. In 
living out the lives You have given us 
and in interacting with those into 
whose company You have brought us, 
may we build one another up in faith 
and love. May words of truth and not 
evil spill from our mouths. 

When we are angry, keep us from sin-
ning one against the other. As Mem-
bers of one body, may we show grace in 
our encounters and, when necessary, 
offer forgiveness even as You, in Your 
divine mercy, have forgiven us. 

It is in Your merciful name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 

11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES) come for-

ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will take 
this occasion to update her policies of 
January 4, 2021, and December 15, 2020, 
regarding the requirement to wear 
masks in the Hall of the House during 
the coronavirus crisis. 

Consistent with updated guidance 
from the Office of Attending Physician, 
the Chair wishes to inform Members 
that while masks continue to be re-
quired in the Hall of the House, Mem-
bers are permitted to remove their 
masks temporarily while under rec-
ognition. To be clear, Members and 
staff must wear masks in the Hall of 
the House at all times except that a 
Member may remove their mask when 
recognized by the Chair. In addition, 
Members presiding as Chair may re-
move their masks when speaking. 

This announcement is incorporated 
within the policy on conduct during a 
covered period of January 4, 2021, and 
the Sergeant-at-Arms is directed to en-
force mask requirements consistent 
with this announcement. 

The Chair appreciates the continued 
attention of all Members and staff to 
these health and safety protocols. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 6, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a copy of the Certificate 
of Election received from the Honorable 
John Bel Edwards, the Governor of Lou-
isiana, and the Honorable R. Kyle Ardoin, 
the Secretary of State of Louisiana, indi-
cating that, at the Special Election held 
April 24, 2021, the Honorable Troy A. Carter 
was elected Representative to Congress for 
the Second Congressional District, State of 
Louisiana. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

CHERYL L. JOHNSON. 

f 

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
TROY CARTER, OF LOUISIANA, 
AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER. Will Representative- 
elect CARTER and Members of the Lou-
isiana delegation present themselves in 
the well. 

All Members will rise and the Rep-
resentative-elect will please raise his 
right hand. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana appeared 
at the bar of the House and took the 
oath of office, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now a Member of the 117th Con-
gress. 
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WELCOMING THE HONORABLE 

TROY CARTER OF LOUISIANA TO 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
SCALISE) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, it is 

with great honor on behalf of the en-
tire Louisiana delegation that we wel-
come TROY CARTER into the congres-
sional delegation. Of course, for TROY, 
this is not his first time in public serv-
ice. In fact, he has committed his life 
to public service. He served in the 
State legislature in the House of Rep-
resentatives, then served multiple 
terms on the New Orleans City Council, 
and then went back to the State legis-
lature serving as a senator. In fact, 
until last week, he served with distinc-
tion in the Louisiana State Senate. 

He is replacing, of course, our dear 
former colleague, Cedric Richmond, 
and we are proud to see Cedric make 
his way down Pennsylvania Avenue to 
come over here to the House to be a 
part of this special ceremony. 

Speaking on behalf of the entire Lou-
isiana delegation, Madam Speaker, we 
look forward to continuing that great 
tradition as Republicans and Demo-
crats working together for the best in-
terests of our great State of Louisiana 
as well as for the Nation. 

We welcome TROY CARTER to the del-
egation and to the United States Con-
gress. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to Congress-
man TROY CARTER. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Mr. SCALISE for his 
very kind words and wonderful intro-
duction. 

First, a very special thanks to my 
wife, Ana, who is behind me, my chil-
dren, my family, my team, my friends, 
and all of my amazing supporters. No 
one runs for office alone, and they were 
all there with me every step of the way 
from the very beginning. 

To God be the glory. From the Cut 
Off to the Congress, God is amazing. 

My mother, who could not be with us 
here today, Pastor Eartha Fleming 
Carter, taught her children the impor-
tance of public service. I promise I will 
never forget those lessons. I will con-
tinue to listen to the concerns, the 
hopes, and the dreams of my district. I 
will work for and be the voice of the 
people. 

Worldwide, my district is known for 
Mardi Gras, great food, our amazing 
culture bearers, and as the birthplace 
of jazz. Just as importantly, it has 3 of 
the top 10 ports in the U.S., a vibrant 
manufacturing base, renowned univer-
sities, rich agricultural production, 
and we are the gateway to space 
through the Michoud Assembly Facil-
ity in eastern New Orleans. 

My district also has a lot of needs: 
COVID recovery, economic develop-
ment, infrastructure investment, 
criminal justice reform, environmental 
justice, and education, to name a few. 

I am here to serve my district, and I 
believe we can help all of our people 
reach their full potential. 

I commit to working with everyone 
in the Congress and the White House to 
address those needs and to stand strong 
when those needs are not being ad-
dressed. 

I am honored to have been given this 
opportunity to serve, and I will do so 
with every fiber of my very being. 

I always seek God’s guidance, and I 
will continue to do that as I serve the 
people of Louisiana and this great 
country. I will lead with honor and in-
tegrity. 

May God continue to bless Louisiana 
and these United States of America. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath of office to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
the whole number of the House is 431. 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR HEROES 

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, today we 
will be considering the Helping Emer-
gency Responders Overcome Act, or the 
HERO Act. 

This has been an unprecedented time 
of stress and pressure on our first re-
sponders: firefighters, police officers, 
and our frontline healthcare workers. 
This is a no-nonsense bill that will pro-
vide necessary resources to understand 
first responder suicide and pressure, 
but also to provide grants to provide 
peer-to-peer conversation and 
proactive reaching out to these first re-
sponders who are our heroes. 

So, again, I urge all my colleagues to 
pass this bill unanimously. It has 
passed previously. It will make a dif-
ference, and it will help save lives and 
help treat these heroes as they have 
taken care of us. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, during National Police Week, 
it is my honor to pay tribute to all of 
the men and women who put their lives 
on the line to serve and protect all of 
our communities. 

In Pennsylvania and around the 
country, including here in Congress, 
dedicated law enforcement officers 
show up for work every day and quietly 
do the job that we have entrusted to 
them. They uphold the law, they pro-
mote safety, and, most importantly, 
they preserve human life. 

Far too often these officers, unfortu-
nately, do not come home. Today I ask 

that the American people join me in re-
membering our Nation’s fallen police 
officers and honoring their service and 
their sacrifice. 

More than a profession, law enforce-
ment is truly a calling. Whether on the 
streets of Pennsylvania, on our bor-
ders, or across our great Nation, I 
thank our law enforcement officers for 
answering the call to serve the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

b 1415 

CHILD TAX CREDIT IN AMERICAN 
RESCUE PLAN 

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the exciting new 
child tax credit that is part of the 
American Rescue Plan. I know the 
words ‘‘exciting’’ and ‘‘tax credit’’ 
don’t usually belong in the same sen-
tence, but this is different. 

With the child tax credit, families 
with children under the age of 17 will 
receive $250 per child per month and 
$300 per month for kids under 6. These 
monthly payments can help cover ev-
eryday child-rearing expenses—things 
like food, diapers, or shoes for the teen-
ager who outgrows his every 6 weeks. 

More than 119,000 children in my dis-
trict will benefit from the new child 
tax credit, including thousands of chil-
dren who will be lifted out of deep pov-
erty. 

Let’s be clear: The child tax credit is 
a special refundable tax credit, so even 
families who don’t earn enough to pay 
taxes will get the automatic payment. 
But it is important to file a tax return 
before the May 17 deadline so you can 
begin receiving payments as soon as 
possible. 

I look forward to making the child 
tax credit permanent. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
EILEEN UCEKAY 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
tremendous honor for me to recognize 
Eileen Ucekay, a hardworking and out-
standing constituent of the 22nd Con-
gressional District in New York. She 
retired on May 9 of this year after 
working 45 years as the village clerk 
and treasurer of West Winfield. 

Eileen hails from the nearby city of 
Utica, where she grew up with her two 
sisters and attended high school there 
before moving to West Winfield. 

Eileen married her late husband, 
Jack, and had three wonderful children 
in our community, all while continuing 
to work for the village. 

In addition to her many decades of 
public service, Eileen serves the West 
Winfield community through her 
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